Call for expression of interest
Universal access to Human Rights

(for the involvement in the World AIDS Day events)

(DEADLINE: November 1, 2009)

The aim of World AIDS Day is to raise awareness in the community about HIV/AIDS issues, including the need for support and understanding for people living with HIV/AIDS, and the need for the development of education and prevention initiatives. The campaign aims to educate people and raise awareness that prevention is the best cure for HIV/AIDS. It also aims to inform people about the help that is available for those who need it, and that people living with HIV/AIDS deserve acceptance, encouragement and understanding.

World AIDS Day Theme for 2009-2010 is Universal access to Human rights.

The theme has been chosen to address the critical need to protect human rights and attain access for all to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. It also acts as a call to countries to remove laws that discriminate against people living with HIV, women and marginalized groups. Countries are also urged to realize the many commitments they made to protect human rights in the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (2001) and the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS (2006).
World AIDS Day is an important opportunity to emphasise the critical need for universal access to essential care. The theme presents an opportunity to make understood the links between violations of human rights and HIV infection rates. 

This theme offers a good opportunity to highlight the plight of the most stigmatised and marginalised within communities who are often neglected. Rights- based approaches are being strengthened in other campaign areas (e.g. there is a growing focus on the Right to Food) which helps to raise awareness about human rights and its language; and gives more credence to the international agreements related to human rights and their precedence in international law. The theme and needs of human rights can be powerfully articulated through contextual stories and real life case studies to principles of equality and the value of all human 
beings. The human rights approach is comprehensive, tying directly into the response needed for universal access to treatment, prevention, care and support. Linking Universal Access to Human Rights helps bring the HIV diagnosis and treatment issues into existing focus and before world leaders who are already committed to pursuing human rights agenda.

UNDP hereby announces a Call for expression of interest to support non-governmental organisation (NGO) projects related to human rights and HIV/AIDS (for the involvement in the World AIDS Day events).
Grants will be ranging from 3,000- 7,000 USD. 
There are two categories of grants available: 3,000.00 USD and 7,000.00 USD (NGOs registered after January 01, 2008 are eligible for grants of 3,000.00 USD all other are eligible for grants of 7,000.00 USD).     

The highest scored NGOs will be awarded subject to funds available.

The deadline for submitting project proposals is November 1, 2009. The project proposals should be developed in accordance with a Croatian National HIV/AIDS Prevention Program 2005-2010 and World AIDS Campaign 2009 (more info at http://www.worldaidscampaign.org). 
Eligibility:

Registered NGOs with a focus on working with people living with HIV and most at risk groups in Croatia and active in HIV/AIDS prevention are eligible for the grant. NGOs can propose a project that includes cooperation with a partner (or partners). 
The project duration may be no shorter than 1 month and longer than 2 months.
In addition, NGOs applying for the grant are expected to meet the following criteria:

1. a proven track record in project management,

2. access to direct beneficiaries,

3. English- language capability.
Limitations:

 The verification of an entity against the United Nations Security Council 1267 Committee’s list of terrorists and terrorist financiers, available at: http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/committees/1267/1267ListEng.htm
 Grants will not support projects that focus on research or scientific work (unless they are linked to other aspects of the project); purchase of land, buildings, investments, or vehicles not justified by the project’s aims.

 Under the grants, NGOs may not submit more than one project proposal as a lead NGO and cannot be involved in more than two project proposals. They may apply as a partner of a NGO in two separate projects. 

Project scope:

The main scope of the grant is to increase public awareness and scale up fight against stigma and discrimination of people living with HIV and most at risk groups.
The grant will help NGOs to manage projects that:

· directly contribute to decreasing stigmatization and discrimination of people living with HIV and AIDS,

· directly contribute to decreasing stigmatization and discrimination of most at risk groups (namely men having sex with men, intravenous drug users, women and youth),
· directly contribute to promotion of human rights and access to justice, 
· directly contribute to HIV/AIDS and STDs prevention,

· build administrational and management capacity of NGO.

NGOs are encouraged to prepare project proposals and related budgets taking into consideration:

1. Cost of renting premises for the organisation of live events,
2. Cost of organising live events, 

3. Cost of developing and maintaining web sites, 
4. Cost of development of educational materials,
5. Cost of procuring condoms and lubricants,
6. PR activities,
7. Other indirect cost (up to 10% of the total budget).

Application process:
NGOs should submit the project proposals in English describing the proposed project activities. An Evaluation Committee will review the proposals from eligible NGOs according to set criteria that include: 
	Criteria - Organization
	Max Points obtainable

	General Organisational Capability which is likely to affect implementation: size of the organisation, technical infrastructure, strength of project management support
	10

	Experience on Similar Projects and proven track record in project management
	10

	Criteria – Project proposal
	Points obtainable

	Absorptive capacity 
	10

	Relevance of the proposed project to the issue
	10

	The impact of NGOs activities
	10

	Measurable results
	10

	Reasonable and realistic action plan
	10

	Feasible and effective approach, methodology and tools proposed
	10

	Cost effective budget
	10

	Experienced staff and competence on the issue exist in NGO involved
	10

	Total
	100


The Evaluation Committee minutes will describe the outcome of the review, the alternatives considered and the reasons why the proposed project proposal was selected.

Application form:

· Project proposal form
· Budget

· Vendor profile form
Eligibility documents:

· copy of  a Registration form,

· the Statutes or articles of association of the applicant organisation; 
· external audit report produced by an approved auditor (if applicable); 
· copy of the applicant’s latest accounts- final report for 2008 and second quarterly report from 2009; 
· partnership statement signed by partner(s) (if applicable);
· CV of a Project Manager
The supporting documents can be in Croatian language.
The deadline for proposals is November 1, 2009. The original project proposals should arrive by post at UNDP, Radnička cesta 41, 10 000 Zagreb- HIV/AIDS grant application, with the postmark of November 1, 2009 at the latest.

The complete Project proposal form, Budget and Vendor profile form must also

be supplied in an electronic format (CD-Rom). The electronic format must contain exactly the same proposal as the paper version enclosed.
First disbursements for selected proposals are expected in November 2009 upon signing a Project cooperation agreement between UNDP and selected NGO(s). For further questions please contact Mr. Bruno Kljajo at bruno.kljajo@undp.org or by phone: (01) 2361 637.
